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The Basics of Critical Thinking	 Agreements and Contracts

Read the agreement and each conclusion and evaluate the evidence in the agreement for 
the conclusion.  Circle an answer and explain your choice.

The Bike Sale

Agreement 
Samantha offered to buy Lee’s bike for $150 by paying Lee $25 a week for 
the next 6 weeks.  In return for the weekly payments, Lee would let Samantha 
keep the bike at her house and ride it when and where she wanted.  They also 
had to agree that the bike was in good condition at the time they started the 
agreement.  Both girls accepted the agreement.  

Conclusion A
After three weeks, if Samantha can show that the bike is no longer in good 
condition, then she doesn’t have to make any more payments.  

How good is the evidence for this conclusion?  

Strong 	 Weak 	 Little or No Evidence

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Conclusion B
Until Samantha makes her final payment, Lee can ride the bike.  

How good is the evidence for this conclusion?  

Strong 	 Weak 	 Little or No Evidence

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________



Answers
The Bike Sale   (p. 85)
	 A.	 Little or no evidence.  The agreement says that both girls had to agree that the bike was in good condition at the 

time they started the agreement.  There is no evidence that the bike had to remain in good condition throughout 
the six weeks of payments.  

	 B.	 Little or no evidence.  The agreement says that Samantha could keep the bike at her house and ride it when 
and where she wanted.  Although the agreement will not end until the last (6th) payment has been made, there is 
nothing in the agreement that says Lee could ride the bike.


