The Basics of Critical Thinking Finding Evidence

The Phone Thief

Two witnesses saw a man steal a cell phone out of a car yesterday. The police are
convinced the thief is one of these four men.
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This is how the witnhesses described the thief:

@ Witness 1: 'The thief was dressed nice. “He was definitely an adult male with
: dark hair.

@)\ Witness 2: ‘He had a nice shirt on. ‘He didn’t have any facial hair. °"His hair was
» pretty short. "His shirt or jacket was green.

Circle the sentence numbers that support each decision below. Then evaluate the all the
evidence to find the person the witnesses described.

A B C D
This is the thief. This is the thief. This is the thief. This is the thief.
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3
4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6
This is not This is not This is not This is not
the thief. the thief. the thief. the thief.
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3
4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6
Which one of these men does the evidence point to?
Circle your answer. A B C D
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Answers

The Phone Thief (p. 16)

D. Sentence 2 eliminates A, whose hair isn’t dark, and sentence 6 eliminates B and C, who aren’t wearing green. D
has dark hair and a green shirt.





